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In the spring of 1897 Mary Newton came from New Zealand to
England to visit relations and break a long separation. She spent
a happy May Week with Prof, and Mrs J. J. Thomson at Cambridge,
receiving the greatest kindness. There were visits to the races on the
Cam, and to the Senate House to see Rutherford take the first B.A.
Research degree- At a later date they went with two friends to Ireland
and visited KJllarney, Miss Newton returned to New Zealand in the
autumn. There were obviously fewer letters written during the year
so that the record is not so complete.
This seems a natural place to tell the story of the missing letters.
From the time of his going to Cambridge until the year of the death of
his mother, Rutherford used to write with great regularity every two
weeks, and give her an account of the events of his life. After her death
about a dozen of these letters were published in a New Zealand news-
paper without Rutherford's consent. He did not approve of this
publicity and wrote a request that all the letters written by him to his
mother should be sent to him at Cambridge. They never came.
On his death the Trustees both wrote and cabled that the letters
should be sent promptly to England, so that they could be incorporated
in this authorised Hfe. The letters were traced to a lawyer's office, but
during a move they seem to have entirely disappeared. It need not be
pointed out how grievous a loss this is to the world of letters and science.
Indeed this brief account is here given in the hope that somewhere or
somehow the missing letters may be found and published.
The following two letters were published in New Zealand.
RUTHERFORD TO HIS MOTHER
The Crystal Palace; May 1897. The chief point of interest to me was the
horseless carriage, two of which were practising on the ground in front.
One was capable of seating two persons and the other five. The engines
were placed in the rear part of the vehicle and did not occupy much
space* and the oil which is used for the motive power was kept in a
cylinder at the back. They travelled at about i a miles an hour, but made
rather a noise and rattle- There was a collection of these horseless